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THE NEWSLETTER OF SALEM STAMP SOCIETY 

From the President’s Desk  

At our July meeting we heard 
from three of our members 
whose common theme was   

SUPPORTING KIDS. They 
shared how kids were positively 
influenced through their pro-

grams.  I think this is terrific.  
We all have a common interest in 
Philately.  Wouldn’t it be great to 
pass that on to as many young 

folks as possible?  It seems to me 
that our club could/should take a 
more active role to that end.   I 

would propose that the Salem 
Stamp Society proactively do-
nate stamps, cash, and if possible 

volunteer time to programs sup-
porting kids interest in philately.   
I will be taking a straw pole at 

our next meeting to determine 
the membership’s interest, and 
taking suggestions.  Think about 

this, and come prepared to share 
your ideas with me next month.  

(Or you can email me).  I know 
it’s a little corny, but our motto 

could be  “Make the world a bet-
ter place - one stamp at a time!” 
Mike Braet 
July 17th Meeting. 
The meeting was well attended 
with over 35 in the room and 4 

on Zoom. In the Members’ auc-
tion 43 of the 66 lots were sold 
for a total of over $900 with $60 

going to the club. Raffle ticket 
sales raised another $49. In a 
short “Show & Tell” item Rod-

ney Stent showed some unusual 
covers received recently in the 
mail. One letter was sent without 

any postage stamps but with a 
booklet end-page! An interesting 
way to save on postage costs. 

Steve Staton described some of 
his time in Bosnia with the 1st 
Armored Division. His efforts to 

win over “Hearts & Minds” by 
helping some local school stu-
dents with a stamp program was 

most interesting and rewarding. 
He has kindly written up further 
details for us in an article in this 
newsletter.  

August 21st Meeting. 
Steve Staton is back on duty in 
our August meeting with pro-

gram on the “History of the   
Buffalo Soldiers.”  

We also have a full Bid Board 
with 60 Lots. The full list is in-
cluded in this newsletter together 

with images of selected lots. You 
can also view these on our web 
site. If you cannot attend in per-

son or on Zoom you can enter 
bids remotely with Bob (503 580 
6574 or by email at ren-

roost@aol.com) 
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Club News, Shows & Meetings. 

The Salem Stamp Society Fall STAMPEX takes 
place on Sunday 22nd September at our usual 
venue—the Scottish Rite Masonic Temple located 

at 4090 Commercial St. SE, Salem. Doors open at 
10 am and admission and parking are FREE.  

Gary Tiffin, our show director has organized a full 

complement of 10 dealers. Tell your friends and 
family to come along and make the event a great 
success. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  

STAMPEX doesn’t just happen-it takes a lot of 

time and effort. We really need members’ help to 
man the registration desk and help clean up the 
room after the show. Lisa Janz will post a sign-up 

sheet  at the next meeting.  

Please help if you are able & willing! 

Members’ Directory. 

Members should have received their copy in the 

mail by now, please let Pete McCallum know if 
your copy has not arrived.  

The first supplement is being sent out to members 

this week. It includes corrections and additions 
and our latest new member:- David Epps from 
Portland. Members may know him from his role 

as President of the PIPEX committee and also the 
Oregon Stamp Society.  

Salem Stamp Society AGM in Novem-

ber. 

During our AGM on November 20th we will hold 
elections of some Board Members for the next two 
years. If you are interested in standing for election 

or helping in the running of the club in other ways 
please contact Danny Bisgaard at the next meet-
ing.   

 

Local Postal History Meeting.  

The Aumsville and Turner Historical Societies 
will be hosting a meeting titled “Mail from the late 
19th and early 20th centuries” hosted by Ted Shep-
herd and Gary Tiffin both active members of the 
Salem Stamp Society.  Some early mail history of 
both towns will be featured.  The meeting will be 
held Thursday August 8 at 6pm at the Aumsville 
Community Center.  All are welcome to attend 
this presentation which will include some light 
refreshments  

 

Programs  

Any member giving a Program will have their Club 
dues for the following  year waived. 
Programs should be between 30-45 minutes. Presenta-

tions can be done on Power point and loaded on a 
memory stick and given to the member monitoring the 
zoom link.   

 

Show and Tell   (S & T) 
If you have anything you want to share with the mem-

bers at a club meeting, please let the President or Vice 
President know at the beginning of the meeting so we 
can put you on the agenda. All members are welcome 

to share.   
Show and Tells should be no more than 10 minutes 
long.  

 
Lisa Jamz 



The Children of Bosnia  

by Steve Staton  

(Formerly Senior Intelligence Analyst and   

Operations Manager , 1st Armored Division) 

The 1st Armored Division was the first 
force to enter Bosnia in December 1995. Elements 

of the 1st Armored Division entered Bosnia for the 
second time in October 1997 relieving the 1st In-
fantry Division.  

When first entering Bosnia, US troops 
cross a bridge that leads from Croatia into Bosnia. 
This bridge was the site of US troops being at-

tacked by citizens who thought they were there to 
capture the mayor of the city of Brcko (Birch Ko). 
This city was the most contested of all in the Bal-

kan war. Entering this city with its visual destruc-
tion always created a shock factor. 

The Division headquarters was located in 
Tuzla Bosnia, 23 miles from Brcko. Along the 

route and throughout the area children could be 
seen waving and smiling at the presence of sol-
diers. They had suffered mightily during the war, 

and many were now orphans. It is estimated that 
over 100,000 people lost their lives during the 
conflict and the war produced around 2 million 

refugees. One day children were playing video 
games, and the next day they were at war.  

  

The intelligence section for the 1st          
Armored Division included several elements in-

cluding Imagery, All Source Analysts, Communi-
cations, National Intelligence Agencies, Public 
Affairs, and Signals Intelligence Analysts. The 

group was responsible for the identification of 
threats to peace and stability. 

The mission had now changed to SFOR or 
Stabilizing Force. Conditions had now stabilized 

and it was time to win the hearts and minds of the 
civilian population.  

During one briefing, the commander asked 
if there was something we could do to interact 

more with the civilian population, especially chil-
dren, without causing panic. We were all asked to 
come up with a plan. With a long history in philat-
ely including running several stamp clubs, I felt 

this was my calling and proposed a stamp collect-
ing program for school students. I explained that 
all I needed was an interpreter and I would handle 

the rest of the logistics including providing stamps 
and materials for the kids. The Commander liked 
it and asked one of the liaisons to set up a meeting 

with a school principal in Tuzla.  

For the first visit, I brought materials and 
explained the plan to the principal. He brought in a 
teacher who I would work with, and everyone 

seemed very happy at this venture. I asked about 
pencils, paper, pens, chalk, and other materials and 
the principal said we have only a small amount of 

chalk, we don’t even have power in the school, but 
we do the best we can. I indicated I would bring 
everything needed. The principal smiled, reached 

up, and brought forth a bottle of alcohol which we 
were forbidden to drink unless it would be embar-
rassing to refuse. It was the only real drink I had in 

Bosnia as the commander nodded his approval.  

Map showing  Bosnia & Herzegovina—one of the 

states of former Yugoslavia  



The Children of Bosnia by Steve 

Staton (Continued). 

I had asked Linn’s Stamp News if they 
could publish a note and that I needed stamps for 

the students. Donations poured in and 180 packag-
es later, I was prepared. The teacher and I laid out 
the task for the students and we began to hold 

weekly sessions. Students were told to pick any 
topic they wanted, find the stamps related to their 
topic (some couldn’t come up with one so we 

helped them), and place them (using hinges) over 
the country the stamp belonged to. 

At the end of the 8-week program, each 
student received a certificate. You would think 
they were receiving gold bars. There were smiles 

all around. 

 

During sessions, we discovered that basket-
ball was the number one sport in Bosnia. So, I ar-
ranged for a team of volunteers (soldiers) to take 
on selected students from the area and each time, 

we lost. We made sure to leave a few basketballs 
for the school.  

Because students had no supplies, and we 
were now visiting weekly, I sent letters around the 

US asking for school supplies. I received an over-
whelming amount of supplies, clothes, recreational 
equipment, and more. Our group ended up taking a 

busload of soldiers and a busload of supplies and 
clothing and dropped them all outside of school in 
the parking lot. Teachers from surrounding schools 

were called to come and pick up whatever they 
needed. It was the most gratifying thing I can say I 
was ever a part of.  

When school was nearing the end of the year 

(June, 1998), we were invited to a theater in Tuzla 
where I was placed at the front of the stage and 
was the guest of honor. Students from around the 

area sang, danced, and put on a great performance. 
I was then called up on the stage and was present-

ed with a Prinz Bosnia and Hercegovina album 
filled with Bosnian stamps. 

                                                                   

I like to think I had a small part in the fu-
ture of the kids of Bosnia and for a short time, 
helped in their recovery. I have had no contact 

with anyone in Bosnia since I left and often won-
der how those children are doing now that they are 
adults.  

References:  

Bosnia-Herzegovina: The U.S. Army’s Role in Peace En-
forcement Operations, 1995–2004 US Army Center of Mil-
itary History, retrieved from https://history.army.mil/html/
books/070/70-97-1/cmhPub_70-97-1.pdf 
 
U.S. Troops Quietly Cede Key Bridge to Bosnia Serbs 
(Sep 5, 1997), Wilkinson, Los Angeles Times, retrieved from 
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1997-sep-05-mn-
29096-story.html 

This was the entire class photo with the teacher at the lower 

right. 

https://history.army.mil/html/books/070/70-97-1/cmhPub_70-97-1.pdf
https://history.army.mil/html/books/070/70-97-1/cmhPub_70-97-1.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1997-sep-05-mn-29096-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1997-sep-05-mn-29096-story.html


 



Salem Stamp Society 

August 2024 Bid Board 
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Salem Stamp Society 

August 2024 Bid Board 
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       Salem Stamp Society 

P.O. Box 202 

      Salem, OR 97308 

Pacific NW Stamp Shows and               
Bourses 2024 
Local Events 

Salem STAMPEX  Sunday  22nd September at the                           

Scottish Rite Centre, 10am—4.30pm. 

SEAPEX Dealer Bourse,  September 13—14th 2024 at the                

Tukwila Community Centre, 12424 42nd Ave S, Tukwila,                      

WA 98168.  

Repetitive Events: 

Oregon Stamp Society: Rose City Stamp Fair - 
2nd Saturday of the month at OSS clubhouse           
4828 NE 33rd Ave., Portland  9:00am-3:00 pm 
Collectors  Corner - 4th Saturday of the month 
at OSS clubhouse                   9:00 am.- 3:00 pm  

2023-4 Major Shows:  

GASS, August 15-18 at Connecticut Conv. Cent. Hartford, CT 

 

 

Meetings 
All meetings held at the Scottish Rite 

Masonic Temple,  

4090 Commercial St. SE, Salem, OR. 
 
Wednesday 21st August 2024. 
7pm Start, Doors open at 6pm 
Program: “History of Buffalo Soldiers” by 
Steve Staton ; Bid Board 
 
Wednesday 17th September 2024. 
7pm Start, Doors open at 6pm 
Program: “The Colour of Stamps” by Tony 
Port ; Bid Board 
 
 
 
 
 

 


