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From the President’s Desk. 

You are cordially invited to the 

Salem Stamp Society Annual 
Christmas Party on Wednesday 
December 9th at  6p.m. at the 

Scottish Rite Center in Salem. 
$25 per person. 

Exciting door prizes for all. 
Meal Options: Salmon, Prime 
Rib, Vegetarian 

Sign up at the November Meeting 
or e-mail Lisa at 
lisan2scotties@msn.com, or call or 

text 503-949-3920. 
See you at the meeting 

 
Lisa 
 

 

November 18th Meeting. 

We have another outstanding 

club auction this month which 

includes some very fine stamps 

from Lucien Klein’s collections. 

A list of the lots with selected 

images is in this edition. The 

meeting is also our AGM in 

which members elect the 

President, Vice President and 

some Board members. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

October 21st Meeting. 

There was a very good turnout for 

the meeting with 38 members in 

the room and 4 on Zoom. Many 

of our members brought in items 

to trade for this Swap Meeting. 

There seemed to be a lot of deals 

being made and it proved to be a 

lively evening for all. 

Rodney Stent presented a short 

“Show & Tell” item on a pair of 

unusual covers which made it 

through the post with “Extra Oz.” 

stamps in place of the normal 1st 

Class postage. It turned out that 

the sender was sold these stamps 

at a small post office at Forever 

stamp rates. Was this a genuine 

mistake or fraud by the USPS 

clerk? This is not known but it 

produced two collectable covers!       

Bob Reynolds also offered a table 

of Buy-it-Now club items which, 

with Raffle sales, raised $810 for 

club funds.  
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Club News & Meetings. 

Van Manning. 

It is with sadness that we report the passing of club 

member Van Manning. He had been a member of 

the club for many years and he often attended recent 

meetings on Zoom after moving to Arizona. His 

widow Bonnie wrote: 

Sadly I need to let you know that Van passed away 

at home on hospice following a lengthy hospital stay 

on October 5th 

He had collected stamps since childhood and 

enjoyed his long-time membership with the Salem 

Stamp Society 

He was enjoying being a dealer for the last few 

years 

Thank you for your continued relationship with him 

through the club 

Sincerely 

Bonnie Manning 

A New SSS Website is on the Way. 

The Society Board has approved funds for 

upgrading and improving our website. Miles 

Wilhelm has been awarded a contract for this work. 

He is both an IT professional and keen stamp 

collector and has created a successful new website 

for the Redmond club. The aims are to provide a 

more user-friendly and secure site for members and  

to make the club more visible to internet searches. 

In this way it is hoped that the club can attract more 

new members and higher attendance at our shows.  

Youth Activities. 

Phil Kumler provided this image of a young 

collector picking up free stamps and kits at 

SEAPEX in October. 

  

Imperforate Penny Reds (Part 2). 

In a previous article I described an excellent 

webinar and book by Daniel Matthews on how to 

identify the plates used to print the 1841-1854 

imperforate penny red stamps of Great Britain. The 

book describes a method developed by Matthews 

which has been used successfully for plating many 

thousands of these stamps. It also has much 

interesting information on how the process of 

making the world’s first postage stamps evolved.  

The story begins with Jacob Perkins, an American 

engineer and inventor from Massachusetts. Among 

his many accomplishments he created some of the 

best steel plates for engraving and printing. He 

started a printing business with Gideon Fairman for 

books and later bank notes that were difficult to 

counterfeit. These steel plates enabled higher 

production runs than the copper plates used  

previously and also gave prints with better detail 

and clarity. Perkins pioneered the introduction of 

other security features into banknotes such as 

watermarked paper, colored inks and complex 

designs. His company gained a reputation as a 

leader of security printing in the US and attracted 

the attention of the Bank of England (BoE) which 

was experiencing a spate of banknote forgeries. 

He was encouraged to move to the UK in 1819 to 

bid for the contract to produce “unforgeable notes” 

for the BoE. Perkins set up a security printing 

company with Joshua Bacon in the East End of 

London and submitted samples of notes to the BoE. 

Their bid was unsuccessful on the grounds, it seems, 

that British bank notes should not be made by an 

American. His company was, however, successful 

in printing notes for other banks.     

 

 



 

 

Imperforate Penny Reds (Part 2)(Contd). 

Perkins and Bacon’s company developed expertise 

in steel engraving and hardening techniques for 

security printing. Perkins was also friends with Sir 

Rowland Hill which must have helped Perkins, 

Bacon& Co. receive the contract for producing the 

first postage stamps in late 1839. 

Security Features.  

From the start of the stamp design process the need 

to avoid or at least deter counterfeiting was a key 

consideration. It started with the decision to use the 

monarch’s head instead of printed information: the 

argument being that Queen Victoria’s likeness was 

instantly recognizable. Having settled on the image 

from a portrait by William Wyon of the queen the 

rest of the design developed in a number of 

iterations. The combination of hand and machine 

engraved portions of the design created by Charles 

and Frederick Heath at Perkins Bacon satisfied the 

requirements set out by Rowland Hill for a stamp 

that was both beautiful and functional (and hard to 

counterfeit).  

The original die was hand engraved by the Heath 

brothers over several weeks and required only one 

iteration. It incorporated background and side panel 

detail that were produced by a traversing lathe. 

Once finished and approved it was subjected to a 

special hardening process developed by Perkins 

which made it almost indestructible. “Die I” or also 

known as the “Old Original” was widely regarded 

as a technical and artistic triumph. It is also 

remarkable that this one die was used unchanged to 

make transfer rollers and these used to make 

printing plates for production of over 20 billion 

stamps from 1840 to 1854. 

    

 

 

 

 

Perkins Bacon’s metallurgical expertise was a key 

factor in their successful production of the early 

line engraved stamps. The preparation of specially 

softened steel transfer rolls and plates to accept the 

engraved image and subsequent hardening and 

tempering for production was impressive. 

The final stage in the production of printing plates 

was the hand punching of the lower corner letters. 

Each sheet had 20 rows of 12 stamps and each 

stamp had different letter combinations-AA to AL 

in row 1 down to TA to TL in row 20. This was an 

additional security feature to deter counterfeiters. 

The complex design, corner letters and 

watermarked paper were a successful strategy and 

no significant forgeries occurred. However, 

removal of cancellations and reuse of stamps were 

a problem for the penny blacks resulting in the 

early change to a new ink for penny reds in 1841. 

Plates & Plating. 

 Plate numbers 1b to 11 prepared for the penny 

black were used for printing the penny reds during 

the changeover. After this period plates 12 – 177 

were used for the penny reds. In 1843 cancellation 

of stamps changed from a Maltese Cross to a 

numeral corresponding to the introduction of plate 

37 although some stamps from up to plate 42 are 

known cancelled with an MC. The set of letter 

punches were changed from so-called alphabet 1 to 

2 for plates 132-177 and there are noticeable and 

known differences between these sets of letters. 

Since all the plates were hand punched with the 

corner letters there is considerable variation in the 

placement of the letters in their squares. Matthews 

describes the methods used to measure the position 

of the letters (template, pixel count on scanned 

images) and how to compare or correlate these with 

a database of reference stamps from every plate and 

every position. There are also known marks, ink 

smudges, corrosion marks, re-entry evidence for 

reference purposes on the GBPS website. 

Using these screening protocols and detailed 

measurements the plating of individual stamps 

becomes possible and even routine if time-

consuming. This looks like an ideal opportunity for 

AI to assist in identification as has already been 

done for the US 3c issue.    



 

 



 

 

Salem Stamp Society November 2026 Club Auction. 

  Lot 1                                   Lot 2                        Lot 3                          Lot 4                               Lot 5                     Lot 6 
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Meetings 

All meetings held at the Scottish Rite 

Masonic Temple,  

4090 Commercial St. SE, Salem, OR. 

  

Wednesday November 18th 2026.  

Club Auction. Society AGM and Election of 

Officers for 2027.  Doors open at 6pm, meeting 

starts at 7pm.  

Wednesday December 9th  2026. 

Christmas Party. 

 

  

 

 

 

Pacific NW Stamp Shows and  

Bourses 2026 

Local Events 

Repetitive Events: 

Oregon Stamp Society: Rose City Stamp Fair - 

2nd Saturday of the month at OSS clubhouse           

4828 NE 33rd Ave., Portland  9:00am-3:00 pm 

Collectors  Corner - 4th Saturday of the month at 

OSS clubhouse                   9:00 am.- 3:00 pm  

2026-2027 Major Shows:  

 PIPEX 2027, April 30-May2 Hilton Garden Inn, 

Clackamas 

WESTPEX 2027 Apr 23-27, SFO Marriott 

 


